Westfield Fire and Rescue District

Regular Meeting 
October 19, 2026 @6:30 pm
Meeting location: 6699 Buffham Rd, Seville OH 44273

James Likley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
Roll Call:  James Likley, Kent Patterson, Joseph Doty
	Others in attendance: Julie Carr, Tera Seiwerth

Moment of prayer and reflection
Comments from the floor- none
Chief’s Report-   attends first of the month meeting.

Minutes to be approved
October 5, 2026 regular minutes have been reviewed.
Doty made a motion to approve the minutes of October 5, 2026
Patterson seconded the motion.
Roll Call- Patterson- aye, Likley- aye, Doty- aye. Motion passed.

Fiscal Officer Report, Tera Seiwerth (FO)
	
Trustees reviewed the payment listing.
Bills/Warrants- $16,313.98
Doty made a motion to approve the payment listing of $16,313.98
Patterson seconded the motion.
Roll Call- Patterson- aye, Likley- aye, Doty- aye. Motion passed.

No correspondence from IRS.
Email from Auditor Office- FO sought guidance about payment made by the township for dispatch fees for the fire department in 2025. Auditor shared that it must be paid back to the township. This payment was made by the township and paid out of the general fund and road and bridge account. This is still being looked into on how and when is the proper time to do this. 

Old Business
Phone equipment returns- Chief would like to keep one IPAD. Doty will reach out to set up a data plan for this IPAD to used for fire inspections. 2 cell phones and 2 IPADS are set to be returned or sold. Doty will look into the cost of each. 
Doty received a quote from first communication, where we currently have the land line at the fire department. He continues to look into other options available. 
Transfer from AT&T to Verizon is complete and the process was seamless and easy. New phones are in the units and are being used. 

New Business
Appropriations- Carryover funds into 2027 are expected to be $41,790.00. Chief did share that utilities could vary for the remaining months of 2026 and some of this may need pulled for utility bill payments.  If the dispatch fees of around $21,000 need to be paid back in the calendar year of 2026, then that will also come out of the carryover funds. This would leave the township at a deficit to pay the bills of the fire district in 2027. Trustee Likley looked into the options of the securing a loan for the fire district. After discussion with legal counsel the township and Westfield Village are able to loan the fire department money that would be repaid when the first tax payments are collected. Both the Village and Trustees are communicating about the best options. 

Staffing cuts- no changes to be made at this time. If the levy is not successful, close to $100,000 in the budget will need cut. This will include a reduction in daytime staffing and possibly eliminating night staffing all together. 

Announcements
Nov 2, 2026 6:30 pm regular meeting at the fire station. 
Nov 4, 2026 6:30 special meeting if the levy does not pass. 

Comments from the floor-  none

Executive Session- none

Motion to adjourn at 7:20 pm. Likley made motion to adjourn. Doty seconded. 
Roll Call- Patterson- aye, Likley- aye, Doty- aye. Motion passed.

Meeting minutes prepared by Julie Carr.

													
James Likley							Kent Patterson


													
Joseph Doty							Date Approved
